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Heinrich Schliemann (1822-1590)

Heinrich Schliemann’s passion for Homer's Quyssey began with
Lis fixation on a description and phato of Troy in flames from a
bk given to him by his tarher ar Christross in 1829 he followed
this with an essay about Odysens and Agamemnon in Latin by
age 11, Llisfirst love -0 girl nomed Minma who osed ro dig around
with hio in the local castle and churchyard- was connected with
s obseasion for archacolom,.

A selleducmed, seli-made and well-traveled man who spoke maore
than 10 languages fluently, e kept his promise ro learn Greek
and find Troy when he became a multi-millionaine and his mar-
tiage tailed. Schliemann was comforted by Homer's iden of a hero
returning hoeme, so he went 10 Greece to become an archacologist
theush he had no training in the ficld.

Excavating the island of Tthaca in 1868 with hopes of finding
Odysseus’ kingdom, he found vases and other impertant artifacts,
bur noe kingdom. Afrer raking o Greck wife, Sophia
Engastromenos, he worked in Hissrlik with Englishiman Frank
Calvert secking King Prinm’s palace. Although cxcavarions
revealed a hoard of treasures and several ruins, they were not from
the Homeric period of Troy and much of it was never reconded,
but instead smuggled offsite. 1o exchange for the return of his
finds, the Greek povernment allomwed him to start excivatioms ar
Mveenae in 1876 where the infamous tombs, Lion Gate and
Agamemnon’s mask were discovered. Although Schliemann's
finds redefined the birth of civilization and a new undemstanding of
Greel: pre-history, he was simply disappointed che artifacts did
not belong to Homer's Agamenunon.

Obsessed with findimg something to "fit” the stories of FHomer, he
returned to Ithaca again in 1578 and uncovered the ruins of 190
houses, and then again to Hissarlik where he found a cache of
pold and silver jewelry. From 1878-1888, he oversaw digs ar sev-
eral sites including Olympia, Hissarlik, Marathon, Tiryns and
Orchomenus, Boeotia.

Schiemann would live our his kst years in a grand house bue Tad
builr inn Achens now known as the Nunismaric Museum where
e Tived our his fantasy to mule like 2 King -hosting elabonare par-
ties to read Homer alowd and spesk Greek at the dinner rable,
rensuming his servants after characsess in Greek mythology, insist-
ing chat his nessages be sent 1o him in ancient Greek, decorating
his home with themes celebranne Pompel, Mycenac and Troy.
Thengh his me [ocds were th‘ﬂl’tlﬁ.h:ﬂﬂpiﬂﬂ.&:l‘ in that
he approached archaeology as a sCience in which one forms
Fvpotheses and then tests them. His massolesss stsnds in the first

i) t-il:h,nf conmrse, the immaorral heroes
e movine o find and emulate. . and in
& forever comnected with Treoy, thus

Wilhelm Doepfeld (1853-1940)
Spmcrm, Wilhelen Déirpfeld snacdied ar
the Acadess of Aschirecture in Berlin under Friedrich Adler
who sent him saBelbencavare Olympia in 1877, [Lwas here thar
Dérpfeld deweloped 3 method of daring ancient archaeological
sites based on the smaes i which objects were found, and the oype
of buildine maserssls. Phuly impressed, Heinrich Schlicimiann (see
above) successhully persaded him ro assisc with excavarions ar
Troy. From 1882, Despfeld organized the excavarion and cor-
rected many of Schliemann's conclusions, including those at
Mycenae. From there, they moved o Tiryns in 1554 and made
the first major Bronme Age discovery.

Beginning in 1856 he excavared the Hekarompedon (the pre-
lassical Parthenon) on the Acropolis in Athens, and was then
appointed Director of the German Archaeclogical Institute in
Arhens in 1857, a position he held until 1912, Following
Schliemann's death in 1890, Dorpfeld owersaw che Troy expedi-
rion, and his subsequent excavation from 1593-94 5 considkered
a milestone in the field of archaeology, By examining the wall,
gares and enclosed city streers thar were uncovered, Dorpfeld’s
investigarions concluded this new city perfectly matched the
description of Homer's Troy in The Hizd

From [1905-1929, he went back to Tiryns, ond wlse devored his
arrention and energies to several excavarions around Greece,
including those on Corfu where he not only uncovered the
Temple of Artemis, buralso a Neolithic secclement dormg back 1o
3000 BC near Porto Timoni in search of the Palace of Alkinoos
Juring the period 1911-1914,

Dyorpield's st wears were spent on the sk of Letkas whene he
Jied trving 1o convinee himself and others that this (e Ithaca)
was the e locarion of Homess Irbaca, Odvsseus” kingdom. &st-
e dedicared 1o Lefkas” local hero con be seeron the quay, anencine
rovan showesing his work ar the Archacological Museum and his
grave pencefully placed neir bis fommer home in Agin Kyriaki
Darpfeld is o seminal figure in classical archasology, and his
method remains an the core of archeclogical site analysis. Like
Schliemann, he spent much of his career teying ro prove that
Homer's Cdysserwas based onreal places. Fellow archieologise Sir
Arthur Bvans called Diorpleld “Schliemann’s grearess discovery™,




Adolf Furtwangler 1853-1907

Professor of classical archaeology and muscum direcror, he pio-
nieered modemn methods of ancient Greek vase analysis that gave
pottery shards sreat importance for dating, assembling and recre-
ating ancient works. Working in several Medirermanean countries
under a stipend at the German Archacological Institure, he par-
ricipared in Heinrich Schliemann’s Olympia excavation site in
recee.

In 1879 he published o groundbreaking study that established the
difference berween Mycenaean and Geomerric potrery, then
issued a study on Greek gems and ctheir inseriptions in 1900,
demonsteating his breadh of classical knowledee.

O the sland of Aeging in 1901, he found an inscriprion 1o the
aoddess Aphaia, shateering theorics thar the Doric temple was
dedicared ta Athena.

Furtwsingler has been called “probably the grearest classical archae-
ologistof all time™.

Emnst Buschor (1886-1961)
Born ro a family of modesr means and educarion, Ernst Buschor
ahandoned Law stucics and turmaed hisattention o classical archae-
ology, Returning from World War 1, he became a full professor
before being appointed director of the German Archaeological
Insrimre in Athens when it reopened in 1921,
Among his contributions, Buschor reopened excavations ar the
Temple of Hera on Samos thut were previously closed since
WA began in 1914, and wrote aboue the architecrural phases of
the Bhoikos Temple from the Samaos cxeavation, which was key
to undesstanding classical building.
While continuing to publish important works on the Aceopolis
and beoks detailing archacological methods, Buschor went on to
receive un honomry doctorare from the University of Athens in
1937 and gove his energies to researching and rranslaring Greek
rragedies,
In addition to being one of the firse to identify the critical turn in
ancient Greck art from the Archaic to the Classical age as raking
1?1'::{,'-;.1* arcund 300 B, Buschor is credited for tuming archacalo-
| gy inro are history thar attempted to understand the objects
themselves, connecring them with the history and culture of
| their time.

A small A-Z of more German archacologists. ..
Friedrich Adler: Architect, historian and archacolosist, he par-

ticipated in excavations and was also responsible for the original
1883 museum ar Olympia. ln addition ro being one of the first eo
realize the importance of Schliemann's digs, Wilhelm Dorpfeld
wits his son-in-law.

Alexander Conze: A specialist in ancient Greek art, Conze helped
redefine [9th-century archacology away fom a humanistic and aes-
theticizing study of ancient art works and towards o technical scivnoe of
puinstaking historical reconstruction. Cne of the fiest to promaore “hig
archaeclogy™ {large-scale, highly-organized digs), he wasalso the fint o
include photos in the publication of his repors after his excavarions on
the iskand of Samothrace in 1873 and 1873, Ermst Fabricius: Surveyed
ancl published a full description of the Fupalineio Tunnel of Samoes,
called the *Bighrh Wonder of the World”. Rudolf Hersop: Inspired
by local author and antiquarian lakoves Zaraftis, Budolf Herzop
starts excavations and discovers the famous Sancruary of Asklepios
inn 1901, Carl . Haller ven Hallerstein: COm an eapoedivion with the first
Intermarional Association of Archasologists -a proup of men from
Brirain, Gerrmany and Dieramark- Haller goes o Avging and fireds the
ruinss of the remple of Aphain and thousands of fragments of Ancient
Cireelsstanues. Addirionally, hissnidies and drawings from excavarions
conducred on the terple ac Bassae from 15811-1812 represent one of thae
st Teliable sources of infurmarion,

Baron Hiller von Gaereringen: In Ancient Thira on the island of
Santorini between 189321902, Hiller and his colleagies find pre-
served ruins belonging to the Hellenistic and Booan pheses of the
city, predominantly a residential area and laree parts of cemetorics.
Ferdinand Moack: Following systemaric excavations on the
Kerameikos site begun in 1370 by the Greek Archuacological
Society under the direction of St Koumanouwdis, Moack ~wha over-
saw several sires in Greece- continued work here and uncovered
several imporrant ruins and artifaces. In 1913, the Greck
Government entrusted the excavarions to cthe German
Archacological Instituee, which contimaes its investigarion of the
site, most notably discovering a Kouros (statue of a young man}
dating back 2,600 veurs in 2002,

Ciabriel Weler: A classical archaenlogist assigned to several sites in
Greece by the German Archasological [nstitute, his most notable
find is the Sth-centuny BC Temple of Daneter on Naxos,
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